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Intent  
 
Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the curriculum. 
Children must be able to write with ease, speed and legibility. The development of a fluid style, when 
mastered, allows children to apply their energy into the content of their writing as opposed to the formation 
of the letters themselves.   
 
At Bampton CE Primary & Nursery School, our aims in teaching handwriting are: 

• To ensure that all children are able to form both lowercase & uppercase letters correctly, with the 
knowledge that all letters start at the top, with the exception of lowercase d & e, which start in the 
middle. 

• To ensure that children are using an effective pencil grip (usually a tripod grip) and handwriting 
position. 

• To ensure that children are able to join letters in order to be able to develop a fluid writing style, once 
they have mastered correct letter formation. 

• To ensure that approaches to teaching handwriting are sequential & consistent. 

• To ensure that there are high expectations for handwriting in all areas of the curriculum. 
 
Implementation  
 
At Bampton CE Primary and Nursery School we believe skills for handwriting should be taught from an early 
stage and that high expectations should be maintained throughout the school.   
 
There are regular timetabled slots for handwriting (from Reception to Y6), which are based on the RWI (Read, 
Write, Inc) Handwriting Programme, to ensure that children build up their handwriting skills every day. 
We make the physical process of writing – handwriting – enjoyable from the start, so children see themselves 
as ‘writers’. We use mnemonics – memory pictures – to help children visualise the letter before they write it 
down. Children practise handwriting under the guidance of a teacher so they do not develop habits that will 
be difficult to undo later. 
 
All children are taught how to use an effective pencil grip (usually a tripod grip) and staff use the phrase ‘pinch 
it, pick it, flick it’ to encourage the tripod grip.  
 
All children are also taught the ‘perfect handwriting position’.   
 
Handwriting Position: 

Children are taught that when you use the silent handwriting signal they should automatically go into the 
‘perfect handwriting position’: 
 
Silent handwriting signal:  Hold up a pencil – real or imaginary – in a pencil grip with the non-writing hand flat 
– holding imaginary paper. 
 
• feet flat on the floor 
• bottom at the back of the chair 
• body one fist from the table 
• shoulders down and relaxed 
• back leaning forward slightly 
• left/right hand holding the page 
• left/right hand ready in a tripod grip. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 
Handwriting provision is planned carefully to meet the Educational Programmes set out in the Statutory 
Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage (published 21st March 2021) and is particularly focussed on the 
Physical Development & Literacy Educational Programmes.  We also take guidance from the non-statutory 
document Development Matters (revised version July 2021) for the same areas.   
 
Children in the EYFS are given lots of opportunities to develop and extend their gross motor control, in 
particular, activities that develop good posture & balance.  They are also given opportunities to develop & 
extend fine motor control in order to strengthen the hand muscles needed to learn to write.  Staff at Bampton 
Primary & Nursery school recognise the importance of providing children with a range of tools to be able to 
experiment with mark-making.  They give children opportunities to see adults writing for a variety of purposes 
and they work hard to create an environment where children feel secure enough to ‘have a go’. 
 
Staff are aware of typical progression of pencil grip development and encourage children to work towards 
using a tripod grip.   
 
Reception 
 
Children are taught how to form letters alongside being taught the letter sounds.  The letter formation for 
each letter is taught using the RWI handwriting patter (see Appendix 1).  Handwriting is taught on a daily basis, 
either as part of the RWI phonics lesson or in a discreet handwriting lesson.   
 
If a Nursery child is ready to form letters, they are taught letter formation using the RWI handwriting patter.   
 
Children are also taught the letter families: 
‘Around’ letters – c a o d g q  
‘Down’ letters – l t b p k h i j m n r u y 
‘Curly’ letters – e f s 
‘Zig-zag’ letters – v w x z  
 
For further detail and guidance, see the Read, Write Inc ‘Handwriting Stage 1a’ document.  
 
In Reception we teach children how to form capital letters (see Appendix 2/Ruth Miskin website for RWI capital 
letter formation guidance).   
 
Children in Reception are also taught how to form the digits 0 – 9 using number formation patter (see 
Appendix 3). 
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Key Stage 1 (KS1) 
 
Year One 
 
Handwriting is planned for carefully in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the National 
Curriculum English Programme of Study.    
 
Year One Programme of Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Year One children are taught handwriting in a daily discreet handwriting lesson, under the guidance of a 
teacher or teaching partner.  Children continue to be taught letter formation using the RWI handwriting 
patter and that they continue to be taught the letter families. 

Once children are able to form letters correctly, they are then taught the relative size of letters and where to 
place letters on the line, using guidance from the Read, Write, Inc ‘Handwriting Stage 1b’ document.   
Children are taught to form boat letters, water letters & sun letters. 
 

 
 
Boat letters (letters that are the same size as the boat) - a c e i m n o r s u v w x z 
Water letters (letters that go below the water line) - g j p q y 
Sun letters (letters that are as tall as the sun) - b d h k l (f & t, which are a just a little bit shorter) 
 
In Year One we continue to teach children how to form capital letters (see Appendix 2/Ruth Miskin website 
for RWI capital letter formation guidance).   
 
Children in Year One are also continue to be taught how to form the digits 0 – 9 using number formation 
patter (see Appendix 3). 
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Year Two 

Handwriting is planned for carefully in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the National 
Curriculum English Programme of Study.    
 
Year Two Programme of Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In Year Two children are taught handwriting in a daily discreet handwriting lesson, under the guidance of a 
teacher or teaching partner.  They continue to focus on correct letter formation, relative letter size and 
practise placing letters in the correct place on the line.   
 
Once they have mastered letter formation, they will then be taught how to join letters using either a diagonal 
join (arm join) or a horizontal join (washing line join) - see RWI Handwriting Stage 3 document for guidance.   
 
Where children are not yet forming lowercase letters, upper case letters or digits 0 – 9 correctly, interventions 
will be planned to meet the needs of individual children.   
 
To ensure children are focussing on good handwriting presentation in all areas of the curriculum, children are 
encouraged to write the title in their best handwriting at the beginning of the lesson, then after the teaching 
input, children are asked to use the same standard of handwriting/presentation that they used in their title 
for the whole piece of work.  This strategy will be used once children have moved from the RWI synthetic 
phonics programme to the Jane Considine programme of study.   
 
  



  

6 

Key Stage Two (KS2) 
 
Lower KS2 
 

Handwriting is planned for carefully in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the National 
Curriculum English Programme of Study.    
 
Lower KS2 Programme of Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Lower KS2 children will continue to be taught how to join letters using either a diagonal join (arm join) or a 
horizontal join (washing line join) - see RWI Handwriting Stage 3 document for guidance.  Focus will be given 
to increasing the fluency with which pupils are able to write.  Handwriting will continue to be taught in daily 
discreet lessons.   
 
Where children are not yet forming lowercase letters, upper case letters or digits 0 – 9 correctly, interventions 
will be planned to meet the needs of individual children.   
 
To ensure children are focussing on good handwriting presentation in all areas of the curriculum, children are 
encouraged to write the title in their best handwriting at the beginning of the lesson, then after the teaching 
input, children are asked to use the same standard of handwriting/presentation that they used in their title 
for the whole piece of work.   
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Upper KS2 
 
Handwriting is planned for carefully in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the National 
Curriculum English Programme of Study.    
 
Upper KS2 Programme of Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Upper KS2 children will be given opportunities to practise handwriting to improve quality, speed and 
stamina.   
 
Where children are unable to join letters correctly, interventions will be planned to meet the needs of 
individual pupils.   
 
To ensure children are focussing on good handwriting presentation in all areas of the curriculum, children are 
encouraged to write the title in their best handwriting at the beginning of the lesson, then after the teaching 
input, children are asked to use the same standard of handwriting/presentation that they used in their title 
for the whole piece of work.   
 
SEND & Inclusion 
 
Teachers of children whose handwriting is limited by problems such as fine motor skills, should liaise with the 
SENDCo to develop a programme designed for the individual child. This may involve extra handwriting sessions 
and access to extra resources, or use of specialist pens/pencils/pencil grips. Other areas that could be 
considered are posture, lighting, angle of table etc. Outside agencies can be contacted where appropriate.  
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Handwriting Equipment 
 
Children will use line sizes appropriate to their stage in writing.  
 
In the EYFS, children will use a sharpened jumbo triangular pencil to write with, as well as being provided with 
a variety of high-quality writing implements, such as chalk, felt-tip pens etc… to experiment with mark-making 
& pattern work. 
 
In KS1 & 2, children will be provided with HB pencils for writing.  A pen can be introduced to children at the 
discretion of the teacher.   
 

Impact  

• The majority of children in Reception will meet the Early Learning Goals for Fine Motor Control 
(Physical Development) & Writing (Literacy). 

• Children develop automaticity in their handwriting. 

• All written work will be presented to the best of the child’s ability. 

• Children will make strong progress in developing their handwriting. 

• By Year 6, the majority of children will have developed a handwriting style which is legible and fluent.  
They will be able to write at speed and will demonstrate stamina in writing activities.   
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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Appendix 3 

 
Number Formation Patter 
All numbers start at the top. 
 
 

 
 

 
 


