
Medium Term Plan      Nursery Class    Spring 2                                                                       Castles, Knights, Dragons and Princesses    Mini Topic – Signs of Spring  

PSED 
 

Communication and Language 
 

Physical Development 
 

• Provide buckets of soapy water, so the 
children can give the knights horses a wash 
and clean after there long journey carrying 
their knights.  

• Discuss the more unusual elements to a castle 
building such as a moat and a drawbridge – 
how where these used.  

• Discuss why castles started by being built out 
of wood, then we moved on to stone. Discuss 
the pro’s and con’s.  

• Ask the children to comment on which parts 
of a castle they would enjoy being in or not 
being in i.e. the castle dungeon  

• Encourage team work to create a castle 
building from blocks or boxes.  

• Can the children work together to fight off a 
dragon? What can we use and how should we 
achieve this. Take them outside in to the 
wooded area on Forest School Friday and act 
out how we can do this. Does our plan work?  

• Let’s think about how we might get clean if we 
lived in a castle and it did not have access to 
running water from taps, where would we get 
it from and what temperature would it be?  

• Can the children take on the task of looking 
after our room more?  

• Can the children talk about their feelings on 
special occasions such as mother’s day. Why 
are people special to them, what makes them 
important in their lives.  

• Look at fiction and non-fiction books and talk 
about the elements within them.  

• Show signs of expressing a point of view. 
Which would they rather be….a Knight, a 
dragon or a princess and why?  

• Discuss with the children where all the 

dragons went to? Ask why we can’t see them 

now? Where might they live now? Is there any 

left in the world?  

• What might a dragon egg look like?  

• Discuss with the children about the change in 

weather now it is turning to spring. What can 

we notice in the natural world around us.  

• How does it make us feel when it is hot and 
sunny? Is this nice or do you prefer snow and 
to be cold? 

• Can the children begin to extend on their 
sentences by saying because, and sharing 
more of their thoughts with those around 
them?  

• Can the children predict how long it will take 
for seeds to grow?  

• Can the children work out where is best to 
place seeds and discuss why they think this?  

• Sing songs relating to castles, dragons and 
princesses. Can the children remember the 
words to the songs? Can they share these 
songs with their family at home?  

• Can the children move like the vehicle when 
you ask them to i.e. move like a plane – have 
arms out stretched and sore through the sky. 

• Play and construct a castle out of foam block, 
can the children push the blocks together 
through the holes. 

• Use the playdough to shape it into different 
size dragon eggs, or different textures/colours. 

• Set up an obstacle course for the children to 
undertake, can they complete the course and 
become a knight of the round table.  

• Stick down a stick puppet of a knight, or 
princess.  

• Use horses’ feet to ride over playdough – what 
pattern do their hooves make. 

• Can the children build junk model castles? Can 
they tape them together, cut doors out etc. 
Combining different materials and adding to 
their design until they are happy with the 
finished product.  

• Play catch the dragon egg with the children. 
Have a large ball and pass the ball to each 
other without dropping it, as this might crack 
the egg open.  

• Plant seeds into soil, making a small hole with 
their fingers and covering it up. Can the 
children turn a tap on and off to fill the 
watering can in order to provide the seeds 
with water?  

 

 

 



Value: 
Justice  

PSED: 
Healthy Me  

Growth Mindset:  
Plan B is Good   

Eco, recycling and Environment:  
Reuse  

Celebrations: 
 Shrove Tuesday, World Book Day, St Patricks Day, 

Easter, April Fools Day, Mothering Sunday, St 
Georges Day  

 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

• Encourage “Fred” talk with 
sounds covered so far. 

• Have coloured card cut out into 
the shapes of dragons – can the 
children draw on their own 
features and add detail to their 
design.  

• In the reading corner put on 
display a selection of fictional 
and non-fictional books about 
the topic and place out for the 
children to clearly see them.  

• Have large sheets covering the 
literacy table and allow the 
children to draw their own 
woods and castles in their 
kingdom.  

• Encourage the children to write 
out their own stories on the 
paper booklets provided. What 
happened in their kingdom and 
did it have a happy ending. 

• Encourage the children to write 
their own name – as you need 
to be able to write your name if 
you wish to become a knight or 
a princess.  

• Encourage the children to make a 
repeated pattern using knights 
shields or dragon eggs.  

• Get the children to tell us how 
long they think it would take to 
travel to London on a horse, or 
Scotland etc.  

• Encourage the children to 
sequence events from a story, can 
they complete this, can they spot 
mistakes in the sequencing. 

• Sort the flowers in to categories, 
such as which ones have large 
petals and which has small.  

• Encourage the children to build a 
dragon’s den with 3-d shapes.  

• Count out the right amount of 
seeds for planting.  

• Use positional language in order 
to trap the dragon – he is over 
there, he is under the tree etc  

• Calculate which bag is the 
heaviest – what might a knight 
need to take with him on a 
journey.  

• Can the children count the 
dragons in order, up to 10  

• Get the children to focus on 
number 4 and find four of things.  

• Share the history of castles 
using a pp. introduce when 
castles became popular, why 
there was a need for them. 
How they were made and talk 
about if people still live in 
castles now.   

• Introduce vocabulary to enable 
children to talk about their 
observations and to ask 
questions. 

• Can the children use small 
world resources to create a 
magical world for the dragons 
etc to live in.  

• Look at castle’s around the 
world, do they look different or 
the same. If so how.  

• Make a nest for eggs to stay 
safe in while they are waiting to 
hatch. Use twigs and leaves to 
construct them. Then repeat 
with fabric and boxes – which 
one would be safer and why?  

•  Look at the natural world 
around us. What changes are 
happening in spring time. What 
can we see. What is happening 
to the weather and why?  

• Beginning to move rhythmically 
– can the children move like 
the motion of a dragon, can 
they spread out their wings and 
fly in all directions.  

• Beginning to construct, stacking 
blocks vertically and 
horizontally, making enclosures 
and creating spaces can the 
children build a tall tower for 
the princess to be rescued 
from. 

• Beginning to be interested in 
and describe the texture of 
things – get the children to look 
at patterns in the mud outside, 
who might of made those 
patterns and how/why?  

• Explores colour and how 
colours can be changed – what 
colour is best for a knight’s arm 
– look at colours for their 
shields.  

• Taps out simple repeated 
rhythms – can the children 
make the sound of horse’s 
hooves walking, running. Can 
they make the sound of a 
dragon’s wings moving or 
flying?  



 


