
Medium Term Plan – Nursery Class  

Day & Night / Christmas  

PSED 
 

Communication and Language 
 

Physical Development 
 

• Think about people from the past that have 
given up their lives during war times, to allow 
us to be free today.  

• In a circle time activity, talk about the likes 
and dislikes of Bonfire Night celebrations. 
Discuss worries and talk about how they can 
be overcome. 

• With the children, play the ‘Imagine if…’ game. 
Choose a statement, such as ‘Imagine if it was 
winter all year long’. Allow the children to 
discuss with each other their opinions and 
ideas surrounding this statement and support 
them to listen to their friends. 

• Discuss with the children how they can stay 
safe in the winter months and what they can 
do to help them be safe in the dark nights.  

• Children to discuss what they have been up to 
at home in order to prepare for Christmas.  

• Discuss why Santa might only deliver to good 
boys and girls and what is it that makes you 
good?  

• Can the children take it in turns waiting for 
their chance to open the advent calendar.  

• Play a game with the children where you hide 
a toy hedgehog or squirrel in different places. 
Encourage the children use prepositions to 
describe where the toy is. 

• Take the children out on a walk, encourage 
the children to listen to sounds they can hear. 
Ask them to describe the different sounds 
they are hear during the day. What can they 
see in the sky? What might they hear and see 
at night time.  

• Share with the children the Bonfire Night story 
and why we celebrate this occasion in Britain.  

• Provide the children with a selection of day 
and night animals and accessories. Can the 
children say which are which and why.  

• Listen to Christmas stories from our advent 
calendar with interest.  

• Share with the children Christmas rhymes – 
can they join in at points?  

• How does Santa get to everyone in the world 
in one night?  

• Use talk in the home corner to pretend that 
they are celebrating Christmas with each 
other, what could be gifts? Etc. 

• Create a firework dance. Can the children curl 
up, and then spring into action like a rocket 
and explode in the sky?  

• Provide day and night colours, Can the 
children use tweezers to sort.  

• Get the children to use scissors to cut out and 
stick down day and night activities and explain 
why they reached this decision.  

• Can the children completed pencil control 
sheets of fireworks exploding.  

• Provide the children with strips of paper and 
glue, can they make their own paper chain – 
then add them all together to make one large 
class chain.  

• Children to dance like snowflakes, Christmas 
tree fairies, nutcracker, mice etc.  

• Dance to music at Christmas party – join in 
with musical party games.  

• Use single hole punch to punch holes into 
green tree cut outs for decoration, build 
strength in fingers and hands. Help with hand 
eye co-ordination.  

• Play pin the nose on the reindeer near home 
time.  

 

Value: 
Trust  

PSED:  
Celebrating differences  

  

Growth Mindset:  
Let Me Try Again  

 

Eco, recycling and 
Environment:  
Save the Earth 

Celebrations:  
Bonfire Night, Remembrance 

Day, Diwali, Christmas 

 



Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

• Leave day and night themed 
books in the book corner, both 
fictional and non-fiction.  

• Children to draw pictures of 
fireworks and attempt to use 
their phonic knowledge to 
write words, such as bang, pop 
and zoom, to describe the 
noise they make. 

• Write a letter to Santa. 

• Get the children to provide me 
with facts about day and night 
and how we can tell the 
difference and how we can 
explain the difference to 
others.   

• Write out Christmas cards to 
family.  

• Make own Christmas story 
book using images that they 
have cut out, drawn etc. to tell 
the story. 

• Place the letters from their 
names onto candy canes.  

• Using gross motor skills, 
children to draw an angle onto 
paper using a flowing 
movement, repeated over and 
over again, making loops for 
head, body and wings.  

• Provide the children with a basket 
of red poppies. Can they count 
out a given number to match the 
corresponding dots, or digits.  

• Offer a range of natural objects, 
such as pine cones, conkers, 
leaves and small twigs. Encourage 
the children to make repeating 
patterns with the natural objects. 

• Create 2D shape firework 
pictures.  

• Provide snowmen templates and 
get the children to place a set 
number of buttons, twigs, eyes 
etc. follow the cards.  

• Make a mosaic snowflake picture 
using symmetry and squares.  

• Place objects on to triangle trees. 
Can the children produce rows of 
objects up to a given number?  

• How many gifts does Santa have 
in his sack today?  

• Cut out shapes from folded paper 
to make snow flakes  

• Match the shapes on the Diwali 
sheet to finish the jigsaw picture.  

• Count how many bangs or sounds 
they hear from the instruments to 
represent fireworks; can they 
count the correct amount?  

 

• Take the children out on an 
autumn walk. Ask them to look 
around at all the different 
things they can see. Encourage 
them to talk about what they 
notice and how their 
surroundings have changed 
from the summer. 

• Use software on tablet to 
create night pictures 

• Provide children with torches 
so they can explore light and 
dark. 

•  Use the story of   Rama and 
Sita to discuss Diwali and how 
it is celebrated. 

• Look at how other countries 
celebrate Christmas. 

• Talk about the need for a yearly 
calendar. What is the purpose 
of one? Children to produce 
one to take home as gift for 
Christmas.  

• Discuss the job of the postman 
at this time of year. Do they 
work hard? What could they be 
delivering?  

• Why is it important to save 
electricity? What can we do to 
achieve this?  

• Make poppy remembrance 
pictures to put on display on 
our art wall in main entrance.  

• Provide musical instruments 
and ask the children to create 
different day and night noises 
using different instruments. 

• Create a fireworks picture. Add 
watered-down paints in 
different colours to spray 
bottles. Allow the children to 
spray on a large piece of paper 
to create fireworks.  

• Provide disks of clay and mark-
making tools for children to use 
to create Rangoli patterns. 
Dried beans or lentils could be 
used to create patterns in the 
clay too. 

• Make Christmas tree 
decoration 

• Mix different shades of blue 
paints together on paper, in 
lines to build up a winter 
skyline picture.  What do you 
need to add to make a colour 
darker/lighter?  

• Look at all the different shades 
of blue in the sky during the 
day and at sunset. Use pastels 
to reflect what is seen.  

 


