
 Planning Overview: 2021-2022 Autumn Term 1 – Otters 

SPAG FOCUS 

Common 
Exception 
Words 

 

We will have a word of the day which we will focus on.   

Children have a copy of Year 5/6 list stuck in their homework book – they are to choose 5 to practise weekly.  
We will revise Year 3/4 word list in class.  

Weekly 
Spellings 

No Nonsense Spelling Scheme – see below.  

Homework 

RSM paper (spend 20 mins focusing on corrections) 

Spellings – choose 5 from the statutory list to practise weekly.  

One maths task linked to the weeks learning.  

ENGLISH 
 

Genre/Book Focus:   
 
The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie 
 
Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz  
 

Spelling 

Year 3 and 4 Statutory Spellings 
Letter string ‘ough’ 
Silent letters 
‘able’ and ‘ible’ words 
Homophones  
Strategies for learning spellings  

Composition Fiction - Narrative linked to The Nowhere Emporium 
Non-Fiction - Balanced Argument linked to Screen Use  

GRAMMAR Adjectives 
Apostrophes and exclamation marks.  
Conjunctions  



 
 

Expanded noun phrases  
First person 
Relative clauses 
Commas to avoid ambiguity 
Adverbial phrases 
Similes 
Synonyms  
Speech 
Commas to demark clauses  
Complex sentence structures 

Catch Up 
Focus 

Basic sentence structure and 
punctuation.   

Relative clauses Parenthesis 
Modal verbs  

MATHS  Week 1 
Focus:  
Number – 
Place Value 

Week 2 
Focus: 
Number – 
Place Value  

Week 3 
Focus: 
Number – Place 
Value  

Week 4 
Focus:  
Number – 
addition & 
subtraction 

Week 5 
Focus: 
Number – 
addition & 
subtraction 

Week 6 
Focus: 
Number – 
addition & 
subtraction 

Week 7 
Focus:  
Statistics  
  

 
 
 
 

Numbers to 10 
000. 
Roman 
numerals to 
1000 
 

 Rounding 
to the 
nearest 10, 
100, 1000 
Numbers to 
100 000 

 Numbers to 1 
million 
Counting in 10s, 
100s, 1000s 
Round numbers to 
a million  
Negative numbers.  

Add whole 
numbers with 
more than 4 
digits 

Subtract whole 
numbers with 
more than 4 
digits.  
 

Round to 
estimate  
Inverse 
operations  

Multi-step addition 
and subtraction 
problems. 

Catch Up 
Focus 

RSM outcome for 
the week – 
formatively 
assessed weekly.  

RSM outcome 
for the week – 
formatively 
assessed 
weekly. 

RSM outcome for the 
week – formatively 
assessed weekly. 

RSM outcome for 
the week – 
formatively 
assessed weekly. 

RSM outcome for the 
week – formatively 
assessed weekly. 

RSM outcome for 
the week – 
formatively 
assessed weekly. 

N/A 

Computing To navigate the website effectively.  



 
 

 To Publisher to create a leaflet.    

Global 
Learning Discussions linked to Newsround 

Scientific 
Enquiry 
The Big 
Question 

Planning different types of scientific enquiry to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where 
necessary. 
Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings 
when appropriate. 
Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter 
graphs, bar and line graphs. 
•Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries including conclusions, casual relationships and explanations of and degrees of 
trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations. 

Science Properties and Changes in Materials 
To compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including their hardness, transparency  
and response to magnets by sorting and classifying materials according to their properties. 
To give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood 
and plastic by investigating thermal conductors and insulators.  
To compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their thermal conductivity by investigating thermal conductors and 
insulators. 
To give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood 
and plastic by investigating the best electrical conductors. 
To know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution by investigating dissolving. 
To use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating by separating different mixtures. To demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes by 
separating different mixtures. To describe how to recover a substance from a solution by separating different mixtures 

Topic Focus:  

History The Ancient Greeks - In the Groundbreaking Greeks project, your child will learn about different periods of Greek history, exploring 
the earliest civilisations, the devastation of the Dark Age and the breakthroughs and developments of the Archaic and Classical 
periods. They will understand how the geography of Greece affected the development of city states and explore Athens, learning 
about the structure of the government and society. They will get to know some of the most significant Athenians and understand 
why Greek art, culture, architecture, philosophy, medicine and mathematics were so significant. Your child will learn about the 



 
 

 

leadership of Alexander the Great and discover how ancient Greece became part of the Roman Empire after the Hellenistic period. 
They will explore how the Romans respected and developed Greek ideas, making them their own and spreading them throughout 
the Roman Empire. To end the project, your child will decide which was the ancient Greeks' greatest idea, and explore how the 
legacy of ancient Greece affects their lives today. 

Art & 
Design/ 
Technology 

Architecture - This project teaches children about how architectural style and technology has developed over time and then use this 
knowledge to design a building with specific features. 

Music: Confidently recognise and explore a range of musical styles and traditions and know their basic style indicators. (Music) 
Use musical language to appraise a piece or style of music. (Music) 
Copy increasingly challenging rhythms using body percussion and untuned instruments where appropriate. (Music) 
Singing Songs linked to the Burford Partnership performance.  

French: 
 

Children will learn vocabulary to describe buildings found on the High Street. 
They will be able to give basic directions and ask where a place is by taking part in a simple conversation.  
They will also recite a short text with accurate pronunciation and understand key information from a short exchange. 
The grammar focus will be to understand the function of words in a sentence. 

PHSE –  
Jigsaw 
Being in 
Me in my 
World 
 
 

Children can compare their life with other people in the country and explain why we have rules, rights and responsibilities to try  
and make the school and the wider community a fair place. 
Children can explain how the actions of one person can affect another and can give examples of this from school and a wider  
community context. 

Discovery 
RE:   
 

Theme: Belief into action 

Key Question: How far would a Sikh go for his/her religion? 

Religion: Sikhism 
PE: 
 

Co-ordination – Ball Skills 
Agility – Reaction and Response  


