
 Year Two Planning Overview: 2019 Autumn Term 2– Squirrel Class 

 
 

Week 1 
Week beg 

4/11 

Week 2 
Week beg 

11/11 

Week 3 
Week beg 

18/11 
 

Week 4 
Week beg 

25/11 

Week 5 
Week beg 

2/12 

Week 6 
Week beg 

9/12 

Week 7 
Week beg 

16/12 

School events 
Y2 Trip to 

STEAM 
TT Deadline Parents Evening   Christmas Service Y2 Nativity 

Outdoor 
Learning 

 

Growth 
Mindset 

Oh No! I’ve Made a Mistake! 
How we feel when we make a mistake; strategies which help us learn 

SPAG FOCUS 

No Nonsense 
Spelling 

Programme  

Lesson 1  
Teach/Practise/ Apply 
Strategies for learning 
words: Look, say, cover, 
write, check for common 
exception words  
Lesson 2  
Teach Strategies for 
learning words: kinaesthetic 
and visual strategies for 
learning common exception 
words 
Lesson 3 
Teach/Practise Proofreading 
common exception words 
and high- frequency words 
Lesson 4 
Practise 
Strategies for learning 
words: common exception 
words and personal words 
Lesson 5 
Apply 
Common exception words 
and personal words: 
dictation 
 

Lesson 6  
Revise Phase 5 GPCs 
that are not secure  
Lesson 7  
Teach Homophones 
(to/two/too) 
Lesson 8  
Revise/ Teach/Apply 
Homophones 
(to/two/too) 
Lesson 9 
 Revise strategies at 
the point of writing: 
Have a go 
Lesson 10 
 Apply Strategies for 
learning words: 
Rainbow write 

Lesson 11  
Revise Selected Phase 5 
GPCs 
Lesson 12 
 Teach strategies at the 
point of writing: Word 
sort 
Lesson 13  
Revise/Teach/ Practise: 
Strategies at the point of 
writing: Have a go  
Lesson 14 
 Practise: Strategies at 
the point of writing: 
Which one looks right? 
Lesson 15 
 Learn Strategies for 
learning words: selected 
topic words for this term 

Lesson 16  
Revise /dʒ/ sound spelt as ‘ge’ and ‘dge’ 
at the end of words, and sometimes as 
‘g’ elsewhere in words before ‘e’, ‘i’ and 
‘y’  
Lesson 17  
Practise /dʒ/ sound spelt as ‘ge’ and 
‘dge’ at the end of words, and 
sometimes as ‘g’ elsewhere in words 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’  
Lesson 18  
Teach/Practise  proofreading: using the 
environment and the working wall  
Lesson 19 
 Apply /dʒ/ sound spelt as ‘ge’ and ‘dge’ 
at the end of words, and sometimes as 
‘g’ elsewhere in words before ‘e’, ‘i’ and 
‘y’  
Lesson 20  
Practise Strategies for learning words: 
selected spellings from personal lists, 
common errors and /dʒ/ words 

Lesson 21  
Teach /s/sound spelt ‘c’ 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’  
Lesson 22  
Practise /s/sound spelt ‘c’ 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’ 
Lesson 23  
Apply /s/sound spelt ‘c’ 
before ‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’: 
dictation  
Lesson 24  
Teach/Revise Homophones 
(here/hear, one/ won, 
sun/son) Revise 
homophones taught so far 
Lesson 25 
 Practise/Apply 
Homophones (here/hear, 
one/ won, sun/son) Revise 
homophones taught so far 

Lesson 26 
 Revise 
/n/ sound spelt ‘kn’ and ‘gn’ 
at the beginning of words 
Lesson 27  
Practise /n/ sound spelt ‘kn’ 
and ‘gn’ at the beginning of 
words 
Lesson 28  
Teach Strategies for learning 
words: saying the word in a 
funny way  
Lesson 29 
Learn Strategies for learning 
words: saying the word in a 
funny way  
Lesson 30 
 Assess /n/ sound spelt ‘kn’ 
and ‘gn’ at the beginning of 
words: dictation 



 
 

Homework Spelling linked to spelling pattern and strategies taught weekly 

ENGLISH 
 

Fiction: Postcards describing a setting 
The Magic Train Ride by Sally Crabtree 

From a Railway Carriage by Robert Louis Stephenson 
 

Non-Fiction: Letters 
Dear Greenpeace by Simon James 

The Jolly Christmas Postman by Janet and 
Allan Ahlberg 

 

Poetry: Christmas Poem 
T’was the Night Before Christmas 

Spoken 
Language 

Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of poetry (including contemporary and classic), stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which 
he/she can read independently. 
Continue to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
Answer and ask questions. 
Discuss his/her favourite words and phrases. 
Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to him/her and those that can be read for himself/herself, taking turns and listening to 
what others say. 
Explain and discuss his/her understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that he/she listens to and those that are read for himself/herself. 

 
Poems to Perform – From a Railway Carriage 
 

Handwriting 
Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 
Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters 
Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 

Composition 

Consider what he/she is going to write before beginning by planning or saying out loud what he/she is going 
to write about. 
Consider what he/she is going to write before beginning by writing down ideas and/or key words, including 
new vocabulary. 
Write for different purposes to develop positive attitudes toward and stamina for writing. 
Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to his/her own writing by evaluating his/her writing with 
the teacher and other pupils. 
Read aloud what he/she has written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 

Write narratives about personal experiences and 
those of 
others (real and fictional). 
 
 
Write poetry to develop positive attitudes toward 
and stamina for writing. 

GRAMMAR Band 1 TT  
Use regular plural noun suffixes –s or –es 
Use suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is needed to the root word –ing, -ed, -er 
Understand how the pre-fix –un changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives 
Use capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks to de-marcate sentences in some of his/her writing 
Use a capital letter for names of people, places , days of the week and personal pronoun “I” 



 
 

Band 2 TT 
Use capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks and question marks consistently in his/her writing 
Use commas to separate items in a list 
Identify if a sentence is a question, command, exclamation or statement 
Identify and name a statement, question, command, exclamation and the relevant punctuation mark 
Identify and name a noun, verb, adjective, suffix, pre-fix and comma. 
Use co-ordination and some sub-ordination to join clauses 
Use expanded noun phrases for description and specification 
Use suffixes –er and –est  in adjectives and use –ly to turn adjectives into adverbs 
Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 

READING 
 

Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes. 
Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain graphemes taught so far. 
Read words containing common suffixes. 
Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. 
Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have been frequently encountered. 
Read aloud books closely matched to his/her improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 
Re-read books, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, to build up fluency and confidence in word reading. 

COMPREHENSION Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of  contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which he/she can read independently. 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related. 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales. 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry. 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing his/her favourite words and phrases. 
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and 
reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately and fluently and those that he/she listens to by checking that the text makes sense to him/her as 
he/she reads and corrects inaccurate reading. 
Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately and fluently and those that he/she listens to by making inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done. 
Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately and fluently and those that he/she listens to by answering and asking questions. 
Understand both the books that he/she can already read accurately and fluently and those that he/she listens to by predicting what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far. 
Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to him/her and those that he/she can read for himself/herself, taking turns and listening to 



 
 

what others say. 
Explain and discuss his/her understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that he/she listens to and those that he/she reads for himself/herself. 
 

MATHS Number: Addition & Subtraction Small Steps Overview  Measurement: Money Small Steps Overview 

 Fact families  

 Check calculations 

 Compare number sentences 

 Related facts 

 Bonds to 100 (tens) 

 Add and subtract 1s 

 10 more 10 less 

 Add and subtract 10s 

 Add a 2-digit and 1-digit number 
crossing ten 

 Subtract a 2-digit and 1-digit number 
crossing ten 
 

 Add two 2-digit numbers – not crossing 
ten 

 Add two 2-digit numbers – crossing ten 

 Subtract two 2-digit numbers – not 
crossing ten 

 Subtract two 2-digit numbers – crossing 
ten 

 Bonds to 100 

 Add three 1-digit numbers 

 Count money – pence 

 Count money – pounds (notes & coins) 

 Select money 

 Make the same amount 

 Compare money 

 Find the total 

 Find the difference 

 Find change 
Two-step problems 

Topic Maths Measurement: Time  Small Steps Overview  

 O’clock and half past 

 Quarter past and quarter to 

 Telling time to 5 minutes 

 Hours and days 

 Find durations of time 

 Compare durations of time 

Ready Steady 
Maths  

 
Number Bonds to 10 and 20 

 

 
Computing 
 

Research & E-Safety 
Use a search engine to find specific information about living things  
Save and retrieve work. 

Global 
Learning 

How can we protect the world’s habitats?  (George Saves the World  by Lunchtime ) 

Science:   
Living Things 
and their 
Habitats 

 

Food Chains 
Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different 
sources of food by making a 
variety of food chains. 
 
• I can describe how animals get their food. 

End of Unit 
Assessment 
Living Things and 
their Habitats 



 
 

 

Topic Focus:   

History:   
 

Significant People in History - Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

 Who was Isambard Kingdom Brunel? 

•to identify people from the present 
and past who are famous  
• to identify why people became 
famous  
• to infer information from pictures 
of the past 
 • to recognise similarities and 
differences between the present and 
the past 

How did Brunel construct the Great Western 
Railway? 

• to identify and explain similarities and 
differences between travel now and in the 
past 
 • to use different sources of information as 
evidence for different ways of life in the past  
• to learn about the life of a famous person 
and to place him within the wider context of 
the time in which he lived. 
 • to locate the site of a historical event on a 
map. 

What can we learn from the SS Great 
Britain about Brunel’s skills as an 
engineer? 

• to describe different ships and place 
them on a timeline 
 • to use visual sources and stories as 
sources of information about the SS 
Great Britain. 

Why was Brunel important 
and how did he affect 
people’s lives? 

• to sequence events 
related to the life of a 
person  
• why Brunel is important 
and the affect his work has 
had on people’s lives. 

Art & Design/ 
Technology 

Templates & Joining 
Design and Sew Christmas stockings 

Music:  Improvise a simple rhythm using the voice and instruments 

 Use voice expressively and creatively by singing songs, chants and rhymes  

 Sing a song in two parts 

 Practice, rehearse and present performances to audiences 

 

PHSCE – 
Jigsaw 
Being Me in 
My World 

Accept that everyone 
is different 

Include others when 
working and playing 

Know how to help if 
someone is being bullied 

Try to solve problems Try to use kind words Know how to give and receive 
compliments 

RE:  
Understanding 
Christianity  
 

Understanding Christianity Concept:  Gospel 
Key Question:  What is the good news that Jesus brings? 
Religion: Christianity 

PE: 
 

Gymnastics & Ball Skills 


