
Upper Key Stage Two Long Term Plan 

 Year 5 

 Text Focus Science History Geography DT 

Autumn  1 The Time Traveller Cat 
and the Egyptian 

Goddess – Julia Jarman 
 

Earth and 
Space  

Describe the achievements of the earliest 
civilisations and an in-depth study of 

Ancient Egypt.  
Cover skills of Chronological Understanding, 
Historical enquiry, Historical interpretations, 

Organisation and communication, 
Understanding of people, events and 

changes. 

Locational Knowledge (Band 5&6)  
Recognise the different shapes of countries. 

Know about the wider context of places e.g. county, region and country. 
Locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 

South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities. 

Identify and describe the significance of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones including day and 
night. 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones (including day and night). 

Projects on 
a page- 

Pulleys or 
Gears 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn  2 The Northern Lights –
Philip Pullman 

Forces 

Christmas 
fortnight 

CHRISTMAS 
 

Spring  1 The Firebird – Saviour 
Pirotta 

 

Properties 
and 

changes in 
materials 

 

Describe a study of ancient Greek Life and 
achievements and their influence on the 

western world. 
Cover skills of Chronological Understanding, 
Historical enquiry, Historical interpretations, 

Organisation and communication, 
Understanding of people, events and 

changes. 

 Projects on 
a page- 

combining 
different 

fabric 
shapes 

Spring 2 The Water Tower – 
Gary Crew 

World Book Day 

Easter 
Week 

EASTER 

Summer  1 Brother Eagle, Sister 
Sky- Susan Jeffers 

 
Arts Fortnight 

 

Living 
Things and 

Habitats   
 

 North America (Band 5&6) 
Compare the physical and human features of a region of the UK and a region in North America, identifying 

similarities and differences. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of 

a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America. 

Locate world’s countries –focus on Europe and North America (environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities) (Band 5&6) 

Identify the physical characteristics and key topographical features of the countries within North America. 

River Rangers workshops and River Study- compare to coasts (Band 5&6) 
Know how rivers erode, transport and deposit materials. 

Know about the physical features of coasts and begin to understand erosion and deposition. 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
Understand and use a widening range of geographical terms e.g. specific topic vocabulary - urban, rural, 

land use, sustainability, tributary, trade links etc. 
Understand and use a widening range of geographical terms e.g. specific topic vocabulary - climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
Understand about weather patterns around the world and relate these to climate zones. 

 

Cooking 
project 

combining 
appropriate 
ingredients 
and use a 

wide range 
of 

techniques 
to combine 

them– 
understand 
main food 

groups, 
understand 

where 
ingredients 
have come 

from 

Summer 2 Think of an eel – Karen 
Wallace 

 
Healthy Living Week 
including Sports Day 

Animals 
and 

Humans 

 

 



 Year 6 

 Text Focus Science History Geography DT 

Autumn  1 The Black Rabbit- 
Philippa Leathers  

Light  
 

WWI or WWII 
Study of an aspect or theme in British 

History (beyond 1066) 
Include: Historical Enquiry, 

Understanding of events, people and 
changes 

 
 

Projects on a 
page- More 

Complex Switches Autumn  2 WWI Poetry 
or 

Rose Blanche  -Ian 
McEwan (WWII) 

Electricity 

Christmas 
fortnight 

CHRISTMAS 

 
Spring  1 The Lost Thing –

Shaun Tan 
 

The Moth (science) - 
 

Evolution 
and 

inheritance 

 Industrialisation (Band 5&6) - (changes to the world environment – human and physical 
geography) 

Know about changes to world environments over time. 
Understand how humans affect the environment over time. 

Understand why people seek to manage and sustain their environment. 
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement 

and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 + Locational Knowledge - Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.  
Know and describe where a variety of places are in relation to physical and human 

features. 
Know location of: capital cities of countries of British Isles and U.K., seas around U.K., 

European Union countries with high populations and large areas and the largest cities in 
each continent. 

(Geographical skills and field work – map and compass work (Band 5&6) 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied. 
Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build his/her knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world.  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Use maps, charts etc. to support decision making about the location of places e.g. new 
bypass 

 

Spring 2 The incredible book 
eating boy –Oliver 

Jeffers 
World Book Day 

Habitats 
and living 

things 

Easter 
Week 

EASTER 

 
 

Summer  1 The Spider and The 
Fly- Arts Fortnight 
(SATS Week) 

Animals 
and 

Humans   
 

Mayans 
Study of Mayan civilisation c AD 900 

 DT –Food Project 
including menu 

planning 
 

Summer 2 Healthy Living Week 
including Sports Day 

 


