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School Vision Statement 

 

We aim to enable all children to reach their full potential, embrace 
Christian values and prepare themselves to be learners for life. 

 
 

The Legal Position 

The school, in accordance with the 1996 Education Act, provides religious education for all pupils 

registered at the school.  Religious education and the National Curriculum make up the basic curriculum.  

Unlike subjects of the National Curriculum, religious education is taught in accordance with a locally agreed 

syllabus in our case, that of Oxfordshire.  It has the same status and importance as any other subject and, as 

such, the same high standards are applied to this as to other subjects. 

 

The value of Religious Education 

Religious education aims to: 

 provoke challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the 

self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human 

 develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, other religious 

traditions and other world views that offer answers to questions such as these 

 offer opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development 

 enhance pupils’ awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and forms of 

expression as well as the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures 

 encourage pupils to learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring their 

own beliefs and questions of meaning 

 challenge pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and 

ethics and to communicate their responses 

 encourage pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging, and enable them to flourish 

individually within their communities, and as citizens in a pluralistic society and global community 

 play an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning enabling them 

to develop respect and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different 

from their own 

 promote discernment enabling pupils to combat prejudice 

 

The purpose of religious education does not include any attempt to alter a child’s beliefs.  Indeed, reflecting 

the inclusive ethos of the school our religious education programme is designed not ‘to convert pupils or 

urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils’.  (Agreed Syllabus quoting from the DFE circular 1/94 

paragraph 32) 

 

Planning and Delivery 

The religious education curriculum is based on two key aspects of learning laid down in the locally agreed 

syllabus: 

 Learning about religion 

 Learning from religion 

Teachers will use these strands when planning their lessons.  As suggested in the aims of the subject, all 

pupils will learn about Christianity and other world faiths in a course in which Christianity will clearly 

predominate.  In addition to Christianity, at least Judaism and Islam will be explored in Key Stage 1.  In 

addition to Christianity, at least Judaism, Islam and Hinduism will be explored in Key Stage 2. They will 

explore these in relation to a number of key themes in each key stage: 
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Key Stage One: 

 Believing 

 Story 

 Celebrations 

 Symbols 

 Leaders & Teachers 

 Belonging 

 Myself 

 

Key Stage Two: 

 Beliefs and Questions 

 Teachings and Authority 

 Worship, Pilgrimage and Sacred Places 

 Journey of Life and Death 

 Symbols of Religious Expression 

 Inspirational People 

 Religion and the Individual 

 Religion, Family and Community 

 Beliefs in Action 

  

Teaching, Learning and Achievement 

 

Learning will be organised to encourage the development of attitudes required by the locally agreed 

syllabus: self-awareness, respect for all, open-mindedness, appreciation and wonder. 

A variety of resources, styles, and techniques will be used as appropriate.  Students will engage in activities 

which will also enable teachers to assess what they have learnt.  Records kept will include information of 

pupils’ experiences and judgements about their levels of attainment and progress. 

 

Withdrawal from religious education 

 

Parents may withdraw their children from all or any part of religious education and teachers can exercise 

their right to withdraw from teaching the subject.  However, we hope that all parents and teachers will feel 

comfortable with the type of religious education being taught at this school.  Parents who wish to withdraw 

their children are requested to provide written notification to this effect. 

 


