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In Early Years Foundation Stage we teach children about our core Christian values and model friendship, 
perseverance and respect. We place children at the centre of all that we do by: 

 

Providing a challenging, creative and inspiring Curriculum which sparks a love for learning 

Ensuring everyone feels Happy, safe and secure 

Teaching Independence 

Valuing indoor and outdoor Learning equally 

Developing social skills and risk taking 

Building positive Relationships between staff, key workers, children and families 

Focusing on child-centred, Enquiry based learning which promotes awe and wonder 

Nurturing self -confidence and celebrating successes 

 
 

Introduction 
 
This policy outlines the management of the Foundation Stage Unit in our school (Nursery and Reception 
Class).  This policy reflects the consensus of opinion of the whole teaching staff.  It has been drawn up as a 
result of staff discussion and has the full agreement of the Governing Body.  The implementation of this 
policy is the responsibility of all the staff. 
 
Definition 
The Foundation Stage is a vital time in a child’s life.  “The child is at one and the same time a thinker, a 
member of the community beyond the family, a social being with responsibilities and a person in the 
process of making him or herself at home in the world.”  EY Team Oxfordshire. 
 
At Bampton CE Primary School and Nursery we believe that children are active learners who learn through 
their senses, through investigation, experimentation, listening, watching, social interaction, questioning 
and exploring. A safe, secure environment is provided for the children in which to interact and explore rich 
and diverse learning and developmental opportunities. During their time in the Foundation Stage Unit all 
children are given the opportunity to gain independence and a positive self-image. They develop skills and 
understanding of the world around them through a range of planned activities both in the classroom and 
outdoors, broadening what they know and deepening their knowledge. 
 
As a Foundation Stage Unit, we are required to follow the EYFS Statutory Framework, which can be found 
at the following address:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335504/EYFS_frame
work_from_1_September_2014__with_clarification_note.pdf 
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Principles & Aims: 
‘A child’s early experience of learning and development, especially during their first five years of life, is a 
critical springboard to their future success in education, work and life’ (Unseen Children, Sir Michael 
Wilshaw June 2013). 
 
Every child matters, so our principles and aims are as follows: 

 To provide a solid foundation in the seven areas of learning through well planned activities.  

 To provide a balanced range of experiences and activities to enable each child to develop 
emotionally, socially, physically, creatively, intellectually, spiritually and morally. 

 To enable children to make an effective and happy transition from home to Nursery, into the 
Reception Class and then into the Year 1 Class, through proactive liaison. 

 To prepare children for their continuing education through effective communication with their next 
teacher. 

 To value children’s own experiences, their imagination, their curiosity and the range of skills that 
they bring into school and to use these as starting points in their learning. 

 To ensure the children feel safe and secure within their learning environment. 

 To provide a caring, stimulating, challenging and well-structured environment in which children are 
motivated towards independent learning. 

 To ensure equal access and opportunity for all children and families. 

 To value parents and carers as partners in the education of their child.  

 To assess the progress of each child and ensure that each child is given differentiated and 
challenging activities. 

 To keep parents well informed about the curriculum and their child’s progress. 

 To value early childhood itself. 

 To ensure that children with special needs are identified and receive appropriate support. 

 To promote an atmosphere that encourages confidence, independence and risk taking. 

 To plan and structure engaging activities with clear learning intentions and objectives. 

 To reflect upon, and plan for, the different ways that children learn.  The three characteristics of 
effective teaching and learning are as follows: 

o playing and exploring 
o active learning  
o creating and thinking critically. 

 
Principles into Practice 
Staff will: 

• Plan stimulating activities using the ‘Outcomes’ document for guidance in implementing the 
statutory requirements of the EYFS. 

• Provide a curriculum that has a balanced approach to both child initiated and adult directed 
activities. 

• Make use of the extended classroom (outdoor provision) throughout to provide challenge across 
the seven areas of learning. 

• Use observations and assessments to enable all staff to be aware of the differing needs and abilities 
of the children. 
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• Plan for differentiation, including necessary support for children with SEND and ensuring that more 
able children are given tasks that will challenge and stimulate their thinking. 

• Ensure, through planning and providing appropriate resources, that all children have equal access 
and opportunities. 

• Record children’s progress. 
• Track data to ensure that all groups of children are making at least typical progress and that most 

are making good progress. 
• Discuss children’s progress in Parent Consultation Evenings (Nursery – three times a year/Reception 

- twice a year). 
• The Reception Class Teacher will complete an EYFS Profile for each child, stating whether a child 

has achieved the Early Learning Goals.  This information will be communicated to parents/carers in 
the written report. 

• Pass on up to date records and assessments to the next class teacher. 
• Staff will attend transition meetings. 
• Plan visits, joint learning experiences and transition meetings to ensure a smooth transition 

between Nursery, Reception and Key Stage One classes. 
 
The EYFS Curriculum 
The Early Years Foundation Stage consists of 7 areas of learning and development, outlined in the table 
below: 

Prime Areas 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Self-
confidence 

and Self-
awareness 

Managing 
Feelings and 

Behaviour 

Making 
Relationships 

Communication and Language 
Listening and 

Attention 
Understanding Speaking 

Physical Development Moving and Handling Health and Self-care 

Specific Areas 

Literacy Reading Writing 

Maths Numbers 
Shape, Space and 

Measures 

Understanding the World 
People and 

Communities 
The World Technology 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and Using 
Media and Materials 

Being Imaginative 

Each area of learning and development will be implemented through planned, purposeful play and through 
a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities.  
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Learning through play 
At Bampton CE Primary School, we value the importance of play in our Foundation Stage Unit 
environment. The overwhelming body of research and evidence identifies purposeful structured play both 
indoors and outdoors as the most appropriate learning style for young children. Well planned play is a key 
way in which young children learn with enjoyment and challenge. 
 
In playing they behave in different ways. Through different forms of well-organised play, different 
challenges are presented to increase the children’s learning about themselves, other people and the world 
in which they live. Sometimes their play will be boisterous, sometimes they will describe and discuss what 
they are doing and sometimes they will be quiet and reflective. An important context is provided for the 
development of knowledge, skills, concepts and attitudes. 
 
Through play, in a secure environment with effective adult support, children can: 
 

• Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world. 
• Practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills. 
• Learn to control impulses and understand the need for rules. 
• Be alone, alongside others or co-operate as they talk or rehearse their feelings. 
• Take risks and make mistakes. 
• Think creatively and imaginatively. 
• Communicate with others as they investigate or solve problems. 
• Express fears or relive anxious experiences in controlled safe environments. 
• Establish warm, caring relationships, raise self-esteem and confidence. 

 
At Bampton CE Primary School, the learning environment in the Foundation Stage Unit is well planned and 
well organised providing a structure for teaching within which children explore, experiment, plan and make 
decisions for themselves, thus enabling them to learn, develop and make good progress. The Foundation 
Stage encourages children to think critically and to be independent; it prepares children for learning in Key 
Stage One. 
 
Reading 
Staff in Ladybird Class begin the teaching of ‘Letters and Sounds’, a programme which is used to teach 
phonic skills (including blending and segmenting and the teaching of tricky words) through the EYFS and 
continues to be followed throughout the school.  Children who are ready to read are given reading scheme 
books in order to be able to develop their reading skills. The books are used by staff in the classrooms to 
support the teaching of reading and can be taken home to support the further practising of skills.  From 
Reception Class onwards, parents/carers are asked to listen to their child read 5 times a week.  A reading 
diary is provided so that parents/carers and teachers can communicate regarding progress in reading. 
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Handwriting 
Letter formation is taught in conjunction with the teaching of phonics.  Children are taught to hold a pencil 
correctly using a tripod grip and print the letter using the following handwriting patter: 
 
c over the top and round 
o over the top and all the way round 
a over the top and round, up, down, flick 
d over the top and round, all the way up, down, flick 
g over the top and round, up, down, give it a tail 
q over the top and round, up, down, flick 
s over the top and round and around the other way 
e across and round 
  
b straight down, up to the middle, round to the bottom 
h straight down, up to the middle, over and flick  
l straight down, flick  
k straight down, up to the middle, loop and flick  
p straight down, up to the top, round to the middle 
t down and round, take your pencil off, and across 
  
f over the top, straight down, round the other way and across 
j straight down, round, give it a dot 
i short down, flick, give it a dot 
  
m down, up, over, up, over and flick  
n down, up, over and flick  
r down, up and over and flick  
  
u down, round, up, down, flick  
y down, round, up, down, give it a tail 
  
v down, up 
w down, up, down, up 
x across and across 
z straight, across, straight 
 
Maths 
In the Nursery Class, both ‘Number’ and ‘Shape, Space and Measure’ are taught through a variety of 
practical adult-led and adult-directed activities.  Children are also encouraged to develop their 
understanding of these areas through play based learning, with support from staff.  Play based learning is 
also encouraged in the Reception Class.  In addition to this, maths skills are taught daily through whole 
class or small group sessions.  Maths homework is set each week and relates to the maths topic for that 
week. 
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Number formation patter is adhered to throughout the EYFS and is outlined below: 
 
All numbers start at the top. 

0 back, all the way round 

1 down 

2 over the top, down the hill, along the road 

3 over the top and round, back and round 

4 down the hill, along the road, pencil off, cross 

5 down and round, put a hat on 

6 down the hill and round 

7 along the road and down the hill 

8 back, round, round the other way, back to the top 

9 back, all the way round and down 

 
Outdoor Provision 
In the Foundation Stage class children have free flow access to the outdoor space. This learning 
environment is set up to support and extend children's learning in all areas of the curriculum.  Waterproof 
clothing is provided for the children and the children are asked to provide wellington boots, so that they 
can access the outdoor area all year round. 
 
Staffing 
Staffing arrangements are in line with the requirements set out in the Statutory Framework.  
 
“Staffing arrangements must meet the needs of all children and ensure their safety.  Providers must ensure 
that children are adequately supervised and decide how to deploy staff to ensure children’s needs are 
met…Children must usually be within sight and hearing of staff and always within sight or hearing.”  
(Revised Statutory Framework for the EYFS)  
 
Assessment 
Assessments on each child will be on-going and based on observations made concerning each of the seven 
areas of learning and in each stage of the EYFS.  A key person will be allocated to each child and that 
member of staff will be responsible for making sure that their key children have a Learning Journey which 
reflects the progress that they have made throughout Nursery/Reception.  Staff are also responsible for 
contributing relevant information to the Learning Journeys of all children.  Teachers will have an overview 
of all the children in their class and they will be responsible for reporting assessments.  Assessments are 
moderated regularly throughout the year, both internally and externally. 
At the end of the Foundation Stage, we are required to complete an EYFS Profile for each child.  The EYFS 
Profile sums up and describes each child’s development, learning achievements and characteristics of 
learning. Each child will be judged as having reached the expected level of development (expected), not yet 
at the level of development required (emerging) or as being beyond the level of development expected 
(exceeding).  This will be communicated to parents/carers, along with a summary of their child’s 
characteristics of learning.  This information will also be communicated to the Year One teacher as part of 
the transition process.  To see all aspects of the transition process, please refer to the ‘Transitions Policy’. 
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Parent/Carer involvement 
The EYFS staff believe that it is extremely important to develop good relationships with parents/carers.  It 
is the role of a key person to not only build relationships with their key children, but also with their 
parents/carers.  Each key person is available for parents/carers at the beginning of each day/session, for 
questions or if they have concerns.   For parents/carers of children in the Nursery Class, the teacher and 
the child’s key person are available for consultation meetings, three times a year, so that Learning Journeys 
can be shared.  Staff encourage parents/carers to contribute to Learning Journeys, as they can play a vital 
role in helping staff to understand the whole child.  They can do this by sending in or emailing photos of 
some of the things children get up to at home.  Alternatively, they can fill in ‘Wow Vouchers’ about their 
child’s achievements outside of school.  Parents/Carers are also asked to complete an ‘All about Me’ task 
with their child at various points throughout the year.  As well as this, in the Reception Class, 
parents/carers are asked to comment about their child’s progress in reading (through reading diaries) and 
in maths (through homework books).   
Before a child starts in our Nursery or Reception Class, there is an opportunity for parents to meet the 
teacher, as well as a chance for children to attend a ‘Stay and Play’ session with a parent/carer so that 
parents/carers can get a better understanding of some of the things that their children are likely to be 
participating in.  Both the Nursery Class and the Reception Class have their own page of the school 
website; planning overviews of the year and of each term can be found here.  Staff also like to let parents 
know what is happening in class on a weekly basis.  Nursery have a notice board in the classroom to do this 
and reception Class send a weekly overview home.  Parents/Carers that have experiences that relate to a 
topic are invited in to share their experiences with the children. There are weekly ‘Shared Reading 
Mornings’ and a termly ‘Maths Puzzle Morning’ in the Reception Class, which parents/carers are welcome 
to attend.   
 
 

 


