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Newsletter 12 – 1st March 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As part of our ongoing cycle of monitoring and self-evaluation Miss Hugo (our English leader) and myself spoke 
with some children from each year group about the changes we have made to our teaching and learning 
around reading this academic year. One of the key things we are aiming to improve is the breadth of the 
children’s vocabulary and comprehension. The Y2 and Y6 reading SATs papers often contain challenging and 
unfamiliar vocabulary and this has been flagged up nationally but also was shown to be an area our children 
struggled with in the test last year. In the KS2 paper, 1 in every 5 marks was linked to vocabulary. Therefore, 
pupils need a good knowledge of vocabulary, should be able to retrieve information and be able to infer 
meaning from what they have read.  
At school we are specifically focussing on teaching vocabulary and highlighting strategies to use when we don’t 
know the meaning of a word. The children we spoke to were very able to explain what this looked like in their 
classrooms and how it helped them improve their reading. One child (Y3) when questioned about what he did 
when he came across a word he could read but didn’t understand said; “When I am reading at home mum asks 
me if I know what the word means and if I don’t we get the dictionary out and look up the meaning of the 
word.” This is a great example of how continuing to read to with your child, not only in the Early Years and 
Key Stage One but also throughout Key Stage Two, will help support the learning that is happening at school. 
This is not just about preparing children to pass statutory testing set by the government but is also a 
fundamental influence on your child’s continued academic success and improved life skills. 
I hope this example encourages those of you who are also making time to support your child’s reading at home 
and, inspires those who not, to take time to fit in this important aspect of home learning. 
This article in The Guardian may give you further encouragement, if needed. 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/apr/19/teachers-in-uk-report-growing-
vocabulary-deficiency 
 
Some ideas for questions to use in order to explore vocabulary and understanding: 
Which word tells you that…? Which word tells you about how big/small …? 
What does the word…..mean? in this sentence? 
Find a few words/ phrases/sentences that tell you about … (character, setting, atmosphere). What does (a 
particular phrase) mean? 
What do the words… tell you about the…? 
What is the definition of…? Are there any other words that could be used instead? (use dictionaries and 
thesauruses) 
Which word in the text describes…..? 
In this sentence, the word…..is closest in meaning to… 
Explain two things that the words…..suggest about the/(character) feels….. 
 
Enjoy the weekend, and perhaps take some time out to enjoy reading together. It does not need to be a novel! 
Carol Phillips 
Headteacher 
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Parents Evening 4th March and 6th March 

Year 5/6 County Hockey Finals Tuesday 5th March 

Year 1 Trip to Cotswold Museum & 
World Book Day 

Thursday 7th March 

Non Uniform Pyjama Day Friday 8th March 

Year 5/6 Tag Rugby Burford Wednesday 13th March 

Year 5/6 Netball Finals Thursday 14th March 

Red Nose Day (non-uniform day) Friday 15th March 

Book Fair Tuesday 26th March –Monday 1st April 

Year 3 Multiskills Burford Wednesday 27th March 

Year 5/6 Hockey County Finals Tuesday 2nd April 

Year 3 and 4 performance 
 

Wednesday 3rd April  
2pm and 17.30pm 

Easter Church Service Thursday 4th April  

FOBS Easter Bazaar Thursday 4th April 

NEWSFLASH! 

Our Year 5 & 6 Netball 

team gained 2nd place in the 

tournament this week 

Well Done! 

 
 



   

 

 

 

 

They’re 

Coming…. 
 

RED NOSE DAY FRIDAY 

15TH MARCH 
 

School council will be selling red noses 

after school on Thursday 14th and before 

school on Friday 15th March. 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a cake sale after school on Friday so please bring your kind cake 

donations to the school office Friday morning. 

 

Friday 15th will also be a non uniform day in return for a donation. 

 
 



 

 

 



Uniform Sale 
 

We have some new uniform for sale at reduced prices available from 

the school office. 

 
Item Qty Size Price 

Polo Shirt 1 5-6 £2 

Polo Shirt 1 3-4 £2 

PE Bag 1  £2 

Bookbag 1  £2 

PE Shirt 1 5-6 £2 

Jumper 1 3-4 £5 

Cardigan 1 3-4 £5 

Cardigan 1 5-6 £5 

Fleece Jacket 1 3-4 £6 

Winter Coat 
Navy Blue 

1 XS (3=-4?) £8 

Winter Coat Plain 
(No school logo) 
Navy Blue 

1 7-8 (M) £7 

Rain Mac / Kagool 1 28 (8-9?) £4 

Baseball Cap Navy 2 One size £1 

Baseball Cap Red 4 One size £1 

Cardigan Plain 
(No school logo) 

1 9-10 £3 

PE Shirt Plain (No 
school logo) 

1 3-4 £2 

Jumper Plain (No 
school logo) 

1 5-6 £3 

 



New After School Club Update 
 

Thank you for your expressions of interest. 
Unfortunately, there was insufficient 

interest in a Basketball club. We are still 
waiting to hear back from a dance club 

and as soon as we have further 
information we will let you know. 

 
 
We will keep you informed of any 
future after school club opportunities 
that arise. 
 

 
 

The School Council are running a Thank You card competition and 

winning entries will become the official school thank you card. 

 

Please design a colourful, vibrant, eye catching design that represents our 

school in the best possible way on an A4 sheet of paper. 

There will be one winner in each of the following categories: 

Early Years 

Keystage 1 

Keystage 2 

 

Entries to be received by the school office on Monday 4th March. 



Burford School Production 

Beauty and the Beast  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
26 - 30 March 2019 

2pm & 7pm 

Fancy dress competition for younger children 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/event/271696 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Roll up….Roll up… 

Bampton C E Primary School are excited to announce our Circus 
Skills Day Friday 17th May. 

 
The day starts with a special Circus assembly and then children will enjoy 
circus workshops where they learn many skills including juggling, plate 

spinning, throwing diabolos and walking on stilts. 
 

The day ends with an amazing free family workshop where children can 
teach family and friends their new skills! 

 
 
 

In light of the recent news (real or fake!) about the Momo figure infiltrating online sites, I 
thought it was timely to share this link again for parents/carers who need further support to 

help keep their children safe on line. 

 
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

 
Please do be vigilant and monitor your child’s access online at home as some children have 

been quite scared by this story. 

 
 

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers


 
A significant number of children are missing out on 

statutory curriculum physical education due to missing PE 

kit. We are unable to ring parents to chase up missing kit 

on a daily basis. 

 

 

Please remember PE Kit needs to be in school every day 

and can be taken home to be washed at the end of the 

week or at the end of term.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

       

 

Teacher ‘share a story day’  
Thursday 7th March 

Non uniform Pyjamas and hot chocolate day Friday 8th March 

 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm 
 
 

This is a fun way to consolidate and practise applying the phonic learning from school. 
Generally, children should be working within the following phases: 

 
Nursery – Phase 1 
Reception - Phase 2 and Phase 3 
Year 1 – Consolidating sounds from Phase 3 and 4. Learning 
Phase 5 sounds. 
Year 2 – Consolidating Phase 5 and working within Phase 6 
Year 3 – consolidating Phase 6 if there are struggling with 
their reading 

 
If you are unsure which of the Phases your child would benefit from working on please speak 

to your child’s class teacher (either in person or via Dojo) for further clarity. 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm


                                                       

                        

EASTER CAMP 
 INTENSIVE 4 DAY COURSE 

 

COURSE 1: Monday 15th April, Tuesday 

16th, Wednesday 17th, Thursday 18th. 

 

TIME: 10-12p.m. Beginners/Improvers. Age 

5-10.  Places strictly limited. 

 

 

 

 

COST: Morning COURSES: £16 per day for members + £3 non-Membership fee per day.   

   Payment required to secure place. The entire Course is £56 + non- membership fee of £10. 

 

Contact: bamptontennis@hotmail.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Unauthorised Absence 
Just a reminder that holidays during term time will not be authorised. It is 

a requirement that our attendance records are reported to the local 

authority and any high levels of unauthorised absences may be 

investigated. Days off equal lost learning time. 

 

 
 

 
 



In line with our Code of Conduct for Parents and Carers policy, 
please be reminded of the following: 

 

Behaviour that will not be tolerated: 
 

• Disruptive behaviour which interferes or threatens to interfere with any of the schools 
normal operation or activities anywhere on the school premises. 

• Any inappropriate behaviour on the school premises. 
• Using loud or offensive language or displaying temper. 

• Threatening in any way, a member of staff, visitor, fellow parent/carer or pupil. 
• Damaging or destroying school property. 

• Sending abusive or threatening emails or text/voicemail/phone messages or other written 
communications (including social media) to anyone within the school community. 

• Defamatory, offensive or derogatory comments regarding the school or any of the 
pupils/parents/staff/governors at the school on Facebook or other sites 

• The use of physical, verbal or written aggression towards another adult or child. This 
includes physical punishment of your own child on school premises. 

• Approaching someone else’s child in order to discuss or chastise them because of the 
actions of this child towards their own child. (Such an approach to a child may be seen to be 

an assault on that child and may have legal consequences) 
• Smoking, taking illegal drugs or the consumption of alcohol on school premises. (Alcohol 

may only be consumed during authorised events) 
• Dogs, other than guide dogs, being brought on to the school premises 

 
 

Should any of the above occur on school premises or in connection with school the school 
may feel it is necessary to take action by contacting the appropriate authorities and/or sadly, 

consider banning the offending adult from entering the school premises altogether. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
SATS and Assessments 

 
It is essential that your child is present in school during school assessment 

periods. Absence during this time should only be through illness. Please see 
the table below for the SAT and Assessment dates this year. 

 

27th June Year 2 and 6 assessment 
submission deadline 

Teachers will continue to gather 
evidence until submission 

Year 2 SATS SATS papers will be worked on during 
May and Teacher assessments continue 

during June 

10th June Year 1 Phonics 
Screening  

Phonics screening will continue 
throughout the week 

 

 


