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Learning together with Respect, Friendship and Perseverance 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Newsletter 9 - Friday 5th January 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to the Spring term. A term that holds the 
promise of better weather and lengthening days! 
 

At the end of last term during the freezing weather we were opening the gates 
slightly later (8:40am) but letting children go straight into school. Several 
members of staff mentioned how much calmer the start of the day was as it 
avoided children all being in the cloakroom together and it allowed staff to 
settle children to the early morning learning activity as they arrived. In light 
of this positive feedback staff have agreed that we would like to trial this 
arrangement for the five weeks of this term. During which time we will seek 
further feedback from staff, parents and children before making a decision on 
making any permanent change. 
 
Last term we also reviewed the format for the medium term planning we use in 
school. We have adopted a new format which will be uploaded next week onto 
the class webpages on the school website. This medium term plan will replace 
the topic webs that were produced for parents as they offer more detail about 
the curriculum coverage. Please note however that as these plans are an 
overview of the term planning they may change slightly each week to take 
account of timetable variations and children’s progress. Teachers need to have 
this flexibility to adapt planning in response to needs. 
 
During this Spring term classes will not be holding class assemblies but 
instead offering an open session to which parents and carers are invited to 
share in their child’s learning. Details of these sessions will follow in the next 
newsletter on Friday 19th January 2018. 

 
Enjoy the weekend 
 
Carol Phillips 
Headteacher 



Admissions to infant and primary schools 

Children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014 (inclusive) will be starting Reception from 

September 2018 
 
You can apply online at  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/admissions-infant-and-primary-schools 

 

If you cannot apply online, you can complete a paper copy application form, which can be requested from 

your school office. 

 
The deadline for receipt of primary and infant school applications is 15 January 2018. 

 
When your child is unwell, it can be hard deciding whether to keep them off school. 

 NHS Direct provide some simple guidelines that should help: 
www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool 

 

Here is a little snapshot of some common complaints. 
  

 Cough and cold. A child with a minor cough or cold may attend school 

 Raised temperature. If your child has a raised temperature, they shouldn't attend school. 

They can return 24 hours after they start to feel better.  

 Rash. Skin rashes can be the first sign of many infectious illnesses, such as chickenpox and 

measles. Children with these conditions shouldn't attend school until they have seen a GP 

who will advise on when they can return to school.  

 Headache. A child with a minor headache doesn't usually need to be kept off school. 

 Vomiting and diarrhoea. Children with diarrhoea and/or vomiting should definitely be kept 

off school until at least 48 hours after their symptoms have gone.  

 Sore throat. A sore throat alone doesn't have to keep a child from school. 

 Chickenpox. If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all their spots have 

crusted over.  

 Conjunctivitis. You don’t need to avoid unless they are feeling very unwell. 

 



If your child has missed the vaccination that took place at school, there is a catch 
up session being run by the School Nurse Team at: 

Witney Hospital on Saturday 6th January 10am until 12 noon.

We are urgently seeking volunteers to help with the session each Tuesday from 
4.00pm until 5.30pm. Unfortunately, if we do not have a volunteer to help with 
the sessions we will be unable to continue to provide this service. If interested 

please contact the school office.

Parents evening will be held on Monday February 26th 4.30pm to 6.30pm and 
Wednesday February 28th 3.30pm to 5.30pm. Letters and booking slips will be 

sent out in due course. 
 

We will be using this opportunity to launch our Class Dojo pages and look forward 
to sharing this exciting communication tool with you. More information will 

follow.



Gentle Reminder: 
 

 

 
 
 

During the cold weather, can we ask 
that children remember to bring 

coats and hats to school to wear at 
playtimes. 

 
 
  

  

Please can we remind you to book your childs school meals. These can be booked  
up until the February half term when the menu will be changing. We appreciate  

your help with this to reduce admin in the mornings. 
 

Mrs Bee’s Cookery Class 

Starting on Tuesday 9th January  
and running until Tuesday 6th 
February 

Places are limited so book early to 
avoid disappointment.  

Please contact Mrs Bee directly to 
book your place or collect a booking 
form from the School Office.  

http://www.mrsbscookeryclasses.co.uk  

Tel: 07971427726 

 

http://www.mrsbscookeryclasses.co.uk/


 

 

 
08:40 School Gates open and children enter classes 

 
08:40 Reception/Moles open doors 

 
08:45 

Door opens for Nursery/Ladybirds 
 

 

08:40
-

09:00 
Early morning learning activities take place in classrooms 

 
08:50 Deadline for registration 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you child arrives late they must enter via the main office and the minutes late will be 

recorded in the register. This is monitored through the year. 
 

The early morning learning time is an important part of the curriculum allocation, particularly in 
KS2 (Y3-Y6), and allows teachers an opportunity to plan to address gaps in learning, areas for 

further consolidation or  gives time for  children to act on marking and feedback from the 
previous day. 

SCHOOL CAR PARK 
Please note that due to congestion in the mornings the staff car park is not to be used for dropping 

children at breakfast club after 8:00am. If you are dropping children before 8:00am you are welcome to 
drive in and park in one of the school designated spaces whilst dropping your children. Please be aware of 

other cars and pedestrians also using the car park in the mornings. 
 

At all other times the car park is for staff use only. 
 

The Old Station Nursery is now occupied and they have access to the parking bays by the black railings in 
front of the building. 

 

 



 

Just a reminder that the lunchtime chess club will commence on Friday 19th 
January. The club runs every Friday 12.00 to 12.30pm 

 

 

Crafty Cup will return this term.  If you are interested please see the information 
on how you confirm your child’s place. 
 
Workshops will run from Friday 12th January- Friday 9th 
February. The total cost for 5 sessions will be £35.00 per 
person (Please make payment to Caroline Jewell Sort 
code: 30-99-78 Acct number: 76430068. Places are only 
confirmed once payment is received) 
Workshops will run from 3.15-4.15pm. 
Session 1: Make a clay lovebug 
Session 2: Paint a cute little animal 
Session 3: Paint your amazing lovebug made from session 1 
Session 4: Create a valentines plate 
Session 5:   Paint your own breakfast bowl 
 
 
 


