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Newsletter 1 - Friday 8th September 2017

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome back to a new school year. It was lovely to see many of our 
families represented at the Meet The Teacher evening this week. If you 
were unable to attend the PowerPoint is available on our News and 
Events page on the new school website (same web address –see above).  
Your child should have come home with hand outs from the class 
teacher, if you have not received this information yet please speak to 
your child’s class teacher. 

 
It seems that change is upon us again as Mrs Forbes has secured a 
new job over the summer and is resigning from her post as midday 
supervisor. We have rearranged lunchtime cover and supervision this 
term to maintain high levels of supervision during the lunchtime period 
and therefore we will not be advertising for a new midday supervisor at 

this time. We will miss Mrs Forbes and wish her all the best in her new 
role. She will not however be a stranger to us as she has a child in 
year six and will stay involved with FOBS. 
 
Sadly we will also be saying good bye to Mrs Wilson and Paige (y4) 
later this term as they are moving due to an RAF posting. Mrs Wilson 
has been a real asset to the office team and we will certainly miss, not 

only her skill set but also her bubbly personality. We will be seeking to 
appoint someone new to the role and an advert and job description will 
be available shortly. 
 
As many of you will know Reverend Lloyd is retiring this month and as 
a school we have been invited to join the community for his leaving 
party on Saturday 23rd September 2017 from 3-6pm. As part of this 

celebration we are learning a hymn in Welsh and will be joining in with 
the larger choir to sing to Reverend Lloyd. David New (choir master 
from St. Mary’s) has kindly committed to coming into school on a 



Wednesday morning to play the piano as we learn the words. This 
Wednesday was our first attempt at the hymn and it was a lesson in 
Growth Mindset for us all! Staff and pupils are learning together, making 
mistakes, practising and aiming to get better each week! We will be 
sending a letter home to confirm who will be able to attend the event 
and take part in our welsh choir but please do make a note of this in 
your diaries. As Reverend Lloyd is retiring he will not be coming into 

school to lead his fortnightly Collective Worship this year and I am 
currently in conversation with the church community to see if we will get 
any other visitors until a new vicar is appointed. We would also like to 
say a Bampton farewell to Reverend Lloyd and so we will be holding a 
special leaving service for him on Monday 25th September at 2.30pm and 
our families are welcome to come along to this. 
 

Our value this term is creativity and the home school values sheet will 
be sent with this newsletter. As always we love to hear about the 
outcomes from this sheet so if you do the Home-School Challenge we 
would love to see your Wonders of Creation. 
 
Please do check the diary dates as already there are events in the diary 

for this Autumn term. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Carol Phillips 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOBS would like to send a big thank you to everyone that 
attended the AGM on Wednesday – your support is very much 
appreciated.  Full details to follow in next week’s FOBS newsletter. 
 



 
 Everyone is invited to join us for… 

 
Messy Church 

At St Mary’s Church, Bampton  3-5 pm 
 

(no meeting in August) 
Sunday 10th September 

Sunday 1st October 
Sunday 5th November 

Sunday 3rd December (Christingle) 
 
 

 

Blessed Bees 
 

For bumps, babes and pre-school children and their 
carers 

St. Mary’s Church, Bampton 
10:30 to 11:30am 

 
(no meeting in August) 
Friday 8th September 
Friday 13th October 

Friday 10th November 
Friday 8th December  

 

We’d love to see YOU!

 

Diary Dates 
 

All upcoming events, trips and assemblies will be posted on our Diary on the school website. 
Be sure to check it regularly and export updates to you iCal or Google Calendar! 

 
We will no longer be sending out a separate diary dates document – if you have any difficulty 
or restricted access to the internet please contact the school office we will be happy to help. 

 

Nursery  
Teddy Bears Picnic Song Session 

 
Friday 20th October at 11.15am – 11:45am 

 
This event is open to all children and families of Bampton Nursery Class  - Bring a Teddy Bear! 

 
This will be a great opportunity for all the children and their families to take part in a fun group Nursery event. We look 

forward to seeing you all there! 
 

Jane Walker-Tudge  
Nursery Teacher – Ladybird class 



 



 
 
 

Family Learning 

Fun with Phonics! 
6 week course  

with Jenny Meller, Family Learning Tutor  

Abingdon and Witney College 

 

What is Phonics? 

How do I pronounce the different sounds? 

How does my child learn to ‘blend’ sounds to read them and ‘segment’ sounds to 
spell them? 

How can I help support my child with their early reading at home? 

 

Feel more confident helping your child learn to read in partnership with the 
school. 

Meet other parents in an informal, relaxed atmosphere.  

Understand the national ‘Letters and Sounds’ Phonics programme. 

Work alongside your Nursery child each week for the second half of the 
session, partaking in appropriate phonics activities and games together. 

 

The course is suitable for any parent, guardian or grandparent of our 
children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 2. 

 

Starts: Friday 15th September 2017 

Ends: Friday 20th October 2017 

Time: 9.15am – 10.45am 

Venue: Bampton Primary School 

Course length: 6 weeks 

 

To book a space please contact  

the school office as soon as possible. 

 

 
  

  

 
 

http://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/


 

I came across this over the summer and, as those of you who 
responded to my growth mindset questionaire at the end of last 
year, wanted more information on line rather than attending 
meetings I felt it might be useful to share it with you. 
  
This insightful article explores Stanford professor Carol Dweck's 
groundbreaking research on the most effective ways to praise and 
motivate girls. Dweck, one of the world's leading researchers in 
the field of motivation, has found that there is a strong praise 
paradox for girls: "What we’ve shown is that when you praise 
someone, say, ‘You’re smart at this,’ the next time they struggle, 
they think they’re not. It’s really about praising the process they 
engage in, not how smart they are or how good they are at it, but 
taking on difficulty, trying many different strategies, sticking to it 
and achieving over time.” 

 
In her research, Dweck has found that girls, in particular, tend to think that abilities are fixed -- that people are 
born with a particular talent or ability or they aren't. As a result, girls are more inclined to give up when they 
encounter challenges with a particular task or area of study, believing they don't have the ability to improve. 
 
“Of all the subjects on earth, people think math is the most fixed,” Dweck said. “It’s a gift, you either have it or 
you don’t." Due to this belief, if they aren't achieving the perfection they are aiming for, many girls will begin to 
avoid subjects where they might fail. In contrast, "We have research showing that women who believe math is 
an acquired set of skills, not a gift you have or don’t have, fare very well. Even when they have a period of 
difficulty and even when they’re in an environment that they say is full of negative stereotyping." 
 
 Ultimately, to help build resiliency and a growth mindset, Dweck recommends that adults praise girls' efforts to 
take on challenging tasks and overcome difficulties rather than focus strictly on grades or getting the right 
answer. As she concludes, "The kids who are getting this process praise, strategy and taking on hard things and 
sticking to them, those are the kids who want the challenge.” 
 
To read more of Dweck's advice on KQED, visit http://bit.ly/1RZJVCu 
 
The parenting book "NutureShock" also explores the inverse power of praise at 
http://www.amightygirl.com/nurtureshock 
 
If you are unsure about what Growth Mindset is or you are new to our school please check out our other 
resources on our website under the Teaching and Learning tab (link below) 
 
http://www.bamptonprimaryschool.org.uk/growth-mindset/ 
 
or watch professor Carol Dweck explian it herself in this video 
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=growth+mindset+video&adlt=strict&view=detail&mid=0DB8542E849C
FDBA73880DB8542E849CFDBA7388&&FORM=VDRVRV 
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