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Applications for school places 

Children are eligible to start school in the reception class in the September of the academic year that 

they turn 5 years old. Applications are welcome from families in Bampton and the surrounding area. 

All applications, whether for the start of the school year or for an in year transfer, must be made 

through the County Council’s admissions team. The admissions team can be contacted by telephone 

on 01865 815175 or applications can be made online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions  

Allocation of places 

The admissions team offer places to those who have requested Bampton CE Primary School as their 

preferred choice and parents/carers inform the admissions team of their acceptance of this place. If 

the number of requests for places is greater than the number of places available the admission rules 

below are used to allocate the places available. Details on appeals can be found on the County’s 

admissions web page. 

Admission rules for Voluntary Controlled Primary Schools for 2016/2017 

In accordance with legal requirements, children who have a Statement of Special Educational needs 

naming the school in Part 4 of the Statement will always be admitted. The admission rules for 

voluntary controlled primary schools are shown below in descending order of priority. 

1. 

Children who are “looked after” by a Local Authority (LA) within the meaning of Section 22 of the 

Children Act 1989 at the time of their application, and “previously looked after” children. The term 

“previously looked after” refers only to children who were looked after but ceased to be so because 

they were adopted (or became subject to a residence order or special guardianship order). 

2. 

Disabled children who need to be admitted to a school on the grounds of physical accessibility. The 

definition of disability is that contained within the Equality Act 2010. 

3. 

Children who live in the school’s designated (catchment) area. If there are more applicants than 

places in this category, priority will be given in the following descending order: 

a. 

First priority in category 3 will go to those children who have a brother or sister on roll already at the 

time of application who will still be attending at the time of entry. However, if there are more 

applicants than places, priority will be given to those children who live closest to the school using the 

shortest designated public route as defined on the Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ 

Geographic Information System. 

 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
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b. 

Second priority in category 3 will go to those children who live closest to the school by the shortest 

designated public route as defined on the Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ Geographic 

Information System. 

4. 

Children living outside the designated (catchment) area who will have a brother or sister on roll at 

the time of application who will still be attending at the time of entry. If there are more applicants 

than places, priority will be given to children who live closest to the school by the shortest 

designated public route as defined on the Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ Geographic 

Information System. 

5. 

Those children who live closest to the school by the shortest designated public route as defined on 

the Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ Geographic Information System. 

Brothers and sisters (siblings) 
For admissions purposes, a brother or sister is defined as one of the following: 
• A brother or sister (both parents the same) living at the same home address; 
or 
• A half- brother or half-sister (one parent the same) living at the same home address; 
or 
• A step-brother or step-sister (sharing a parent who is married or in a civil partnership) living 
at the same home address; 
or 
• An adopted child who, by reason of the adoption, now shares one or more parents with a 
child living at the same home address. 
 

Admissions for Nursery places 

Bampton CE Primary school has a nursery class which can accommodate 30 Foundation Stage 

children from the age of 2 ½ years old. Due to the higher staffing ratio for those less than three years 

of age places for 2 ½ year olds may be limited.  

Applications for Nursery 

The process of applying for a place in our nursery class is a separate process to applying for a place in 

the reception Class. Parents/Carers, whose children attend the nursery class, particularly from 

outside the designated area of the primary school, must understand that their child is not 

guaranteed a place at the school when he/she reaches the normal school starting age (i.e. the 

September of the academic year in which the child will be five). They must apply through the normal 

County Council school admissions procedures.  

Funding and entitlement 

Eligibility Terms 
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Note: Funding entitlement starts from the term after the child’s 3rd birthday 

 

Autumn Term:  September 1st-December 31st 

Spring Term:   January 1st-March 31st 

Summer Term: April 1st-August 31st 

The minimum entitlement to funded nursery education is 15 hours per week, from the term after 

the child’s third birthday (based on a 3-term year e.g. if your child has a birthday between 

September 1st and December 31st they will be eligible for 15 funded hours starting in the January 

term).   

To ensure our staff can offer the very best continuity of provision for your child our school offers the 

15 funded hours as 5 morning or 5 afternoon sessions (8:45-11:45 am or 12:15-3:15pm). Places will 

be offered and accepted upon this understanding. Parents and Carers who do not wish to accept this 

offer may have their request for flexible hours considered only if spaces remain available. In order to 

ensure the sustainability of our setting, and maximise the uptake of available places, offers will be 

made initially to those Parents /Carers who apply for 5 morning or 5 afternoon sessions. 

 Additional sessions and sessions for children not yet entitled to funded places are offered if spaces 

are available and will be charged for. Parents/Carers also have the option to book and pay for a 

place at lunch club (if places are available) which is an additional half an hour session from 11:45-

12:15. Children who are 3 year’s old are also eligible to attend our wrap around childcare facilities 

(Breakfast Club 7:45-8:45am and Afterschool Club 3:15-6:00pm- please see our website or ask at the 

school office for prices and availability) 

Admissions 

Admissions are three times a year, for as long as places are available. Funding and entitlement are 

based on a three-term year, and places therefore start in term 1 (September), term 3 (January) or 

term 5 (April). Parents and Carers can request an application form from the school office or 

download one from our website.  

Allocation of places 

Parents will be notified that a place is available for their child no later than a term in advance (3 term 

year). They should be reminded that acceptance of a place will represent the child’s full early 

education entitlement across either 5 mornings or 5 afternoons and the free hours cannot be split 

with a private or voluntary sector provider.   

If more applications are received than there are places available, the following County Council 

criteria must be applied.  These closely follow the admissions criteria for entry to County primary 

schools. Headteachers should apply the criteria by considering all eligible children from each priority 

category in turn until all the available places have been allocated. Other criteria (such as date of 

birth) cannot be used. 
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 Children with a statement of special educational need that names the school in part 4 of the 

statement. 

 Looked after children, whom the Corporate Parent agrees should attend the school, and 

‘previously looked after’ children. 

  Disabled children who need to be admitted to a school on the grounds of physical 

accessibility. The definition of disability is that contained within the Equality Act 2010 

  Children who live in the designated catchment area. If there are more applicants than 

places in this category, priority will be given in the following descending order: 

 Those children who, at the time of entry, have a brother or sister attending the primary 

school to which the nursery is attached.  

 Those children who live closest to the school by the nearest designated public route as 

defined on the Directorate for Children, Education and Families Geographic Information 

System. 

  Children living outside the designated area who have a brother or sister attending either 

the foundation stage or the main school at the time of entry. If there are more applicants 

than places in this category, priority will be given within this group to children who live 

closest to the school by the nearest designated public route as defined on the Directorate 

for Children, Education and Families Geographic Information System. 

  Children who attend day care or a voluntary or private sector pre-school on site at the 

school. If there are more applicants than places in this category, priority will be given within 

this group to children who live closest to the school by the nearest designated public route 

as defined on the Directorate for Children, Education and Families Geographic Information 

System. 

 Children outside the designated area who live closest to the school by the nearest 

designated public route as defined on the Directorate for Children, Education and Families 

Geographic Information System. 

The County Council has devolved rather than delegated the administration of admissions to nursery 

classes and attached nursery schools. Therefore, in the event of a complaint the final responsibility 

and decision for admissions to voluntary controlled and community schools rests with the County 

Council. Any complaint about the operation of this admissions policy for the Nursery Class, for 

example in the case of a particular child who has been refused admission, should be directed to the 

Head of the school in the first instance and then to the Admissions and Transport Services Manager . 

Contact details  

Admissions & Transport Services Manager  

Tel: 01865 815844 admissions.schools@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

Senior Officer (Early Years Organisation) 

Tel 01865 815181 e-mail:propertyassets@oxfordshire.gov.uk    
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(for initial advice regarding the application of this policy, and for requests for home to nursery GIS 

distance measuring) 

 


